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CONSIDERED. | 


D ELIGION is undoubtedly the higheſt 

1 of all national as well as perſonal in- 
WP tereſts; that which hath the greateſt tenden- 
cy to promote the happineſs of mankind in 
every capacity; yet the frequent groſs cor 
ruptions of it, and apoſtaſies from it, which 

have appeared in different ages, clearly diſ- 
cover, how little its importance is apprehend- 

ed. If we look into the hiſtories of the an- 
tient Iſraelites, contained in the ſacred ferip- 

tures, numerous inſtances occur of that fatal 
| propenſity which is in men to depart: from 
& God, and his inſtituted ſervice. Though 
that people had the fulleſt evidence of the 
divine original and authority of the religion 2 
eſtabliſhed amongſt them; and had been at- 
tended with ſo many and great bleſſings from | 
& God in the profeſſion of it, as had raiſed them 
do a pitch of glory and felicity, which render- 
ed them at once the envy and dread of all their 
gneighbours; how often did they relinquiſh 
t for the idolatries of the Gentiles? Though *. 
| theſe 


* 


wy 


Nenn 


theſe defections were wii 9h lowed 
with the ſevereſt calamities; yet the frequent 
experience they had of this, was not ſuffici- 
ent to deter them from a repetition of them, 


Though they never proſpered but in the way 


of cleaving to the Lord, and were always un- 
happy when they forſook him; yet the in- 


ſtances of weir apoſtaſy are hardly to be | 


reckoned up. The heathens were conſtant. 
Hath a nation changed their gods, which yet are 


uo gods? But the people whom the only true | 


Gad had ſo gloriouſly diſtinguiſned, were ever 
prone to revolt from him, to that which could 
not profit. But though ſuch conduct muſt 
e * to diſplay a great degree of in- 

Fatuation, and we cannot look back upon it 


but with a mixture of indignation and pity; | 


it is far from having been peculiar to that 
once highly favoured people, later and more 
enlightened times have exhibited appearances 
of à very ſimilar nature. How ſoon did the 
body of profeſſed Chriſtians, after their de- 
liverance from the furnace of heathen perſe- 
cutions, apoſtatize from the faith, corrupt 
the Chriſtian religion with deviſed ſuperſti- 
tions, and ſink into a gulph of antichriſtian 
idolatry and deluſion? And though the judg- 
ments of God. were poured out upon them in 
a long. ſucceſſion. of terrible calamities, yet 
they repented not; but went on from evil to 
work: r u Centuries, And even fince, 
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= tion, when the Lord mercifully interpoſed, 
for reſcuing a great part of Eurpoe from the 
| tyranny, idolatry, and other abominations 
We of the antichriſtian kingdom, and for reſtor- 
ning them to the free exerciſe of their reaſon, 


| time, diſcovered a ſtrong inclination to re- 

turn to their former bondage. 
Poor a conſiderable tract of years, W 
after the Reformation, while the remembrance 

of the groſs corruptions of the Romiſh 
church, and of the terrible ſufferings which 
had been endured from it, ſtrengthened by 
the recent efforts of that party for reſtoring 


their loſt power, remained freſn upon the 


"XX minds of men, the malignity of NN both 
with relation to the ſpiritual and temporal 
= intereſts of mankind was deeply apprehend- 

ed. And no means were thought fit to be 


Among theſe who had any proper ſenſe of 


ſurpations, its treaſonable plots and maſſa- 
eres, made it to be regarded as a ſink of ini- 


ed. And even thoſe who had little ſhare of 
religion, by the principle of common ſenſe, 
and 


„ 
3 


the ever- memorable æra of the Reforma- 


dee ule of the ſcriptures, and the enjoyment 
of his ordinances, many have, from time to 


1 neglected, for preventing the return thereof. 


religion, the abſurdity and wickedneſs of its 
doctrines and inſtitutions, its ſcandalous u- 


| quity, as an all- devouring beaſt, againſt which 
every precaution was neceſſary to be employ- 
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and the evidence afforded of the futility | of 
its claims, beheld it as a monſtrous and in- 
tolerable impoſition upon the world, which 
it was their intereſt to get rid of. Hence, 
not only were confeſſions of faith formed in 
oppolition to the damnable errors of Popery, 
but ſolemn covenants were entered into by 
all ranks, containing abjurations, and en- 
gagements to withitand and endeavour the 
extirpation of it; and many laws were enact- 
ed fordiſcouraging ſo pernicious a profeſſion: 
By all which, our wiſe and zealous ariceſtors 
laboured to provide, that they and their po- 
ſterity might enjoy the one pure and perfect 
religion authorized in the oracles of inſpira- 
tion, and be preſerved from falling again un- 
der the power of popiſh delnſion and n,. 
ny. 
This poſture of things, however, has not 
been without dark clouds, which ſeemed to 
threaten the reformed intereſt. This zeal has 
not always been equally extenſive and effec- 
| tual. Under ſeveral reigns, the ſpirit of a- 
poſtaſy has reared its head in the lands of our 
nativity; and, partly through the influence 
of authority, partly by that of a ſuperſtiti- 
ous and erroneous clergy, attempted to lead 
back the nations to Egypt, and to bring them 
again under their former taſk-maſters. The 
teſtimonies and ordinances of Chriſt have 
been dangerouſly corrupted, The intereſt of 
Rome 


nn 


Rome has gained ground. But the Almighty | 
Lord, who brought to paſs our deliverance 
from the impoſtures of Popery, did not for- 
ſake the work of his hands; he, who never 
leaves himſelf without a witneſs, raiſed up 
inſtruments to maintain the cauſe of truth, 
and defeat the deſigns of its enemies. Nor 
even the fetters of penal laws could be got 
removed from the popiſh agents; as no par- 
liament could be procured to reſcind them. 
So powerful and prevalent was the juſt ani- 
moſity againſt the ſyſtem of Romiſh deluſion; 
that authority itſelf loſt a great part of its in- 
fluence by attempting to befriend it. And, 
at no greater diſtance than the Revolution, 
a king loſt his crown and kingdom, by too 
open an endeavour to re- introduce it. 

But we have lived to ſee a great relaxation 
of this zeal. A ſenſe of the malignity of Po- 
pery ſeems to be much gone off the minds of 
men; notwithſtanding of the fulleſt evidence 
chat it is ſtill the ſame as of old, when it 
taught men to put out their eyes, that they 
might {ee the more clearly; to worſhip ima- 
mages, for the honour of God, who has ex- 
preſsly forbidden ſuch worſhip; ; and ſent out 
armies of executioners to clear the world of 
all who adventured to call in queſtion any of 
its doctrines, Papiſts are now conſidered in - 
every mild and favourable light; becauſe, in 
this part of the wofld, they have, for ſome | 

time 
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time, abſtained from acting theſe outrages, ; 


which they durſt no longer commit. They 
are, we are told, an harmleſs and virtuous 


people, who have diſcharged themſelves of, 


and are ready to renounce all errors, by 
which they may be ſuppoſed any way dan- 
gerous to government, or to Proteſtant ſub- 


jects; and therefore, that they merit the fa- 


vour of the legiſlature, and ought: to be in- 
dulged in the free exerciſe of their religion. 


Some years ago, Popery obtained from the 


Britiſh crown and parhament, an eſtabliſh- 
ment in the extenſive country of Canada in 
America; a fatal prelude to many diſaſters, 
And now their intereſt gains ground; they are 
judged worthy to be freed from every legal 
reſtxraint at home; and admitted to the ſame 


general privileges with other ſubjects. This 


has accordingly been done for them in Eng- 
land and Ireland; and it is propoſed that 


the ſame favour be extended to them in 


Scotland. They boaſt of being a numerous 
people; but this creates no alarm to govern- 


ment; nor is it any matter of concern, thar 


they are to be put in a fair way of greatly 
increaſing their number, and of Ty a 
great ſhare of power in the nation. 


According to the remarkable a& in eie 5 


favour, popiſh biſhops, prieſts, and Jeſuirs, 
(who have been found intolerable even in 


| PITTS kingdoms), and 3 profeſſing the 


popiſh 


1 3 
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popiſh religion, are allowed to ſet up ſchools, 
and to take upon them the education, go- 


vernment, and boarding of youth. The free 
and publick exerciſe +4 their religion is no 


doubt included, as they are openly preparing 


for it. Their temporal property is fully ſe- 


cured to them. They are allowed to purchaſe 
and ſucceed to eſtates. In a word; they are 


liberated from every inconveniency, to which 
they were ſubject by their profeſſion, or cha- 


racter in the Romiſhi church. They have e- 


very encouragement ſhort of a legal eſtabliſh- 
ment, for propagating their deluſions. A 


proteſtant government takes them under its 


protection, and engages to guard them a= 


gainſt all moleſtation. 


From this act paſſed in favour of the Eng- 


liſh and Iriſh Papiſts, and propoſed to be 
extended to the people of the popiſh commu- 


nion in Scotland, we may naturally expect 


ſoon to hear of publick ſchools and ſemina- 


ries erected for training up youth in popiſh 


principles; of maſs-houſes ſet up in different 


parts of the kingdom ; of many of the young 


and gay embracing Popery, caught by the 
external pomp of the popiſh ſervice; perhaps 
of many of great intereſt and influence in 


the country, who never underſtood the va- 


lue of their own religion, becoming zealous 


Roman catholicks ; of eſtates purchaſed for 


the ſake of enlarging the influence of the 


: = - - popiſh 
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ſay with certainty what further conſequences Ml 


may follow, we need not deſpair of ſeeing 
the hoſt carried about in proceſſion, and Bri- 
tain once more turned into a land of graven 
images. | 
This proſpect, gloomy as it is, is not at 
all improbable. Rather, it has an obvious 
connection with the act under conſideration. 
The way has been long preparing for it; by 
the general decay of vital religion, the in- 
create of luxury and diſſipation, and the 
{preading of doctrines tending to run down 
all diſtinction of religious profeſſions, with 
many errors of a popiſh tendency. In theſe 
circumſtances, what may not be apprehend- 


ed from the artifices and activity of Romiſh 


Prieſts and Jeſuits? who, hke the Phariſees 


of old, compaſs fea and land to make pro- 


ſelites; and are provided with ſo many baits 


adapted to enſnare ſuch as have not received 


the love of the truth. What have we not to 
dread from a party of ſuch principles, ſhould 
they increaſe and attain to that power which 


they are always aſpiring after. 


I ſhall be no advocate for calling i in the 
power of the civil magiſtrate, to decide con- 


troverſies in religion, or to force men into 


the church, which a right diſcipline ought to 
expel. There are doubtleſs many errors in 


matters of religion, which ought not to ex- 


poſe 
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= poſe the profeſſors of them to puniſhment by 
6: the magiſtrate. Many practices not recon- 


cilable with the rules of the word, which 
ought not to deprive perſons of the protection 


of government. But Popery is a thing by it- 


ſelf. It is a laboured ſyſtem of error, calcu- 
lated to encourage and authoriſe the com- 
miſſion of the moſt enormous crimes, and 


therefore muſt be leſs an object of toleration 


than thefe crimes themſelves. Popery is ſuch 
a fabrick of iniquity, that the infinitely mer- 
ciful God has commanded it to be puniſhed, 
for avoiding that vengeance which hangs o- 
ver thefe kingdoms in which it is admitted 
and entertained, and for preventing the ope- 
ration of its principles to the prejudice of 10- 
ciety. To ſhew that theſe are not arbitrary 
aſſertions, let it be confidered, — _ 

1. That Popery is idolatry; and as ſuch, 
not only ruinous to the fonls of men, bur 
productive of the moſt terrible judgments of 
God upon nations. If we confider what ido- 
latry is, according to the ſcripture accounts 
of it, there can be no ground of doubt but 
chat Papiſts are deeply guilty of it. Idolatry 
is the worſhipping of theſe that are no gods, 
or the worſhipping of God by images, or the 
worſhipping of any other being by images. 
An inſtance of the firſt we have Jer. xliv. 15, 


19. where we read of thoſe who burnt in- 


cenſe to other gods, and made cakes to the 
queen 
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ha queen of heaven; for which the — _ ; 


iy 


God came upon the land of Judah, whereby 


it became a deſolation, and an aſtoniſhment, 
and a curſe without an inhabitant. An in- 


ſtance of the ſecond we have Exod. xxxii. in 


the making and worſhipping of the golden. 


calf; by which the worſhip of Jehovah was 
-intended, as appears ver. 5. and Pal. cvi. 20. 
They changed their glory into the likeneſs of an 


ox. Yet the ſacrifices offered on that occaſion 


are ſaid to have been offered to an idol, Acts 
vii. 41. Idolatry in the laſt ſenſe, or the wor- 
ſhipping of any other being beſides God, by 


1mages, 1s evidently prohibited, with an aw- 
ful certification, in the ſecond command : 


Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven mage, 


or any likeneſs of any thing in heaven above or 
in the earth beneath, nor in the waters under 


the earth; thou ſhalt not bow doxwn thyſelf to 
them, nor rwe them. 


That Papiſts are guilty of idolatry, all theſe 


ways, is ſo notorious, that it can with no 


modeſty be denied. Ia open contradiction 
to the divine command, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and Bim only [halt thou ſerve, 
they worſhip an innumerable multitude of 
{ſeparate ſpirits, Unger the name of ſaints * 


They | 


# The council of Trent, in the twenty- -Rfth ſeſhon, decreed, 


that all biſhops and paſtors that have cure of ſouls, do diligent- 


ly inſtruct their flock, that it is good and profitable kumbly to 
pra) 
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They worſhip the Virgin Mary with ſuperi- 


Angels alſo come in for a 


or honours “. | 
ſhare in their worſhip. Thus the objects of 


their worſhip are probably not leſs numerous 
than theſe of the antient Heathens ; and who 


knows what increaſe they may yet receive! 
If their church continues to produce ſaints, 


and the Pope ſtill ſee meet to diſtinguiſh their 


merit, by raiſing them from being worſhip- 


pers on earth, to be themſelves worthipped 


in heaven, 1 5 5 
4 | | | To 


pray unto the ſaints, and to have recourſe to their prayers for 
help and aid. And the Trent Catechiſm, page 254, teaches, 


That the catholick church has ever honoured, werſhipped, and 


invoked the ſaints, angels, and bleſſed ſpirits, who enjoy the 
| heavenly glory; and even the aſhes of the ſaints. And page 


256, And for this cauſe they, viz. the ſaints, are the more 
to be worſhipped and invocated, that they daily offer ap pray- 


ers for the ſalvation of men, and God confers many benefits up- 


on us through their merit and intereſt,” In the ritual concern- 
ing the viſitation of the ſick, the prieſt, laying bis right hand 
on the head of the ſick perſon, prays, That Jeſus, the ſon of 
Mary, and Saviour of the wortd, would, for the merits and 


interceſſion of his apoſtles Peter and Paul, and all ſaints, be 


gracious and merciful to him,” | 


* In the Roman Breviary, corredted and publiſhed by order 


of the council of Trent, the bletſed Virgin is invocated for 


ſtrength againſt enemies ; and in the hymn frequently uſed in 
her office, ſhe is not only called the Gate of heaven, but en- 


treated to looſe the bonds of the guilty, to give light to the - 
blind, to drive away our evils, to obtain good things for us, 


and to ſhew herſelf to be a mother, (that is, as the maſs-book 


of Paris 1634 interprets it), in the right of a mother to com- 


mand her Son. In another place, ſhe is addreſſed for help to 
the miſerable, for ſtrength to the weak, for comfort toithe af- 


flifted, and that all who celebrate har feſtivals may feel her aſ- 
ſiſtance. , | 
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To this 1 numerous hoſt of ſeparate ſpirits, 
they addreſs invocations, adorations, pray- 
ers, vows, and thankſgivings. To their ho- 
nour they erect temples and altars, and have 
appointed feſtivals. To theſe they burn in- 
cenſe and offer gifts. Even the Herifice of 
the maſs, as they call it, by which, as the 
ſay, Chriſt is offered to pacify the anger of 


the Father, is alſo offered in honour of the 


Hints. They do indeed pretend, that the 
worſhip which they offer to ſaints and angels 
15 of an inferior ſort, and thatthey only em- 
ploy them as interceſſors with God, 1n the 
ſame manner as they requeſt the prayers of 
living Chriftians. But who ever heard of 
addreſſing living Chriſtians in ſuch a ſtrain. 
as is made uſe of in the popiſh worſhip di- 
rected to ſeparate ſpirits? Are living Chriſti- 
ans to be called upon as the comforters of 


the deſolate, and the ſalvation of all that 


hope in them? Are they to be entreated for 


deliverance ſrom the guilt of fin, and from 


the pains of hell, and to bring others into 
the eternal kingdom? Or was it ever heard 
of in the world, that feſtivals, temples, al- 
tars, and burning of incenſe were appointed 
for living ſaints? Such devotions might be 
acceptable to that being who once tempted 
the Saviour of the world to fall down and 
worſhip him; but he could be no faint who 
would admit of it. All of that character 
. would 
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would j join yu ig in the angels cau- 
tion to John, Rev. xix. 10. See theu do it nat, 
for we are thy fellow-ſervants. That the Pa- 
piſts do not worſhip ſaints and angels, as in 
the ſame dignity and glory with the one fu- 


preme God may be allowed; but how does 


this diſtinguiſh them from the antient Hea- 
thens? who certainly were idolaters, and are 


expreſsly declared ſuch in ſcripture; yet be- 


lieved in one ſupreme God. That they wor- 
ſhip theſe that are no. gods is certain, and ac- 
„ by them; this is ſufficient to in- 
fer the guilt of idolatry. Nor do they only 
worſhip ſaints and angels; but, with a de- 
gree of abſurdity which the Heathens Would 
have been aſhamed of, they worſhip a con- 
ſecrated wafer, as the real Chriſt, and then 
{wallow it when they have done. | 

That, with no leſs contrariety to the ex- 
preſs command of God , they worſhip images, 
is likewiſe notorious K. Images of God the 
Father, of Chriſt, and of the Holy Spirit, of 
ſaints, and angels, are formed —. conſecra- 


ted 


*The Romiſh church adopt the ſecond council of Nice, by 
which it was decreed, that the holy images might be kept, not 
only for a hiſtorical purpoſe, but alſo, that they are neceſſary 
in the churches by divine command!!! That they are to be 


reverenced, kiſſed, faluted, worſhippSd, adored, and honour- 


ed, with wax candles, incenſe, and the like ——o_ Phe councit 
of Trent likewiſe enjoins the worſhip of images, only obſerving, 
as the antient Heathens alſo did, that the worſhip which is paid 
to images, is ultimately referred to the prototypes, or objects 
repreſented. See the Trent Catechiſm, page 258. 
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excite a remembrance of the objects which 
they are deſigned to repreſent, dür to be wor- 


ſhipped. That this is idolatry is plain, both 


from the ſenſe of the word, and expreſs de- 


clarations of God himſelf in the ſcripture. 
In vain do they plead, that their worſhip does 


not terminate in the images, but in the pro- 
totype, or that which is ſignified by them. 
This is no more than might have bin plead- 
ed for worſhipping the golden calf in the 
wilderneſs, or theſe ſet up by Jeroboain in 


Dan and Bethel. Nay, this is no more than 


was alledged by the Heathens of old, in de- 
fence of their image-worſhip. Who, un- 


leſs he is a child, (ſays one of them) accounts 


* theſe images to be gods? We do not, (ſay 
* they), conceive braſs, or the matter of gold 
* and ſilver to be gods, or the divinities of our 
„religion, but from - theſe we worſhip the 
gods.“ To the ſame purpoſe, many other 
teſtimonies might be produced. The Hea- 
thens diſtinguiſhed between their gods and 


the images of their gods. And, if ſome of 


them were ſunk to ſuch a degree of ſtupidi- 


ty, as not to make this diſtinction, there is 
conſiderable ground to believe, that there are 
many Papiſts who are not in a ſtate of greater 


improvement. If, then, the worſhippers of 
the golden calf were idolaters; if the antient 
Heathens 


4 


93 
ted to receive — devotions. With cheſe 
their churches are repleniſhed; not merely to 


er 


* 17 Wo 


Heathens were I rg we have raſan £0 
conclude, that the church of Rome is an 1do- 


latrous church; and that a n part of their 
religion is idolatry. 


In this view of the popiſh religion, we can 


not avoid perceiving a very great danger to 


the intereſts. of the nation, by encouraging 
it, Idolatry is not merely an error which 
men may fall into through infirmity ; it is a 
great and monſtrous wickedneſs committed 
againſt the cleareſt light, and a principal 
cauſe of God's terrible judgments upon na- 
tions; eſpecially where divine revelation has 
gone before, and given full diſcovery of its 
criminality... The word of God is full of 
dreadful threatenings, and examples to this 
purpoſe: They choſe new gods, then was there 
war in the gates *, This is a general ac- 
count of the effect of ſetting up 1dolatry j 
which the ſacred hiſtory doth abundantly 
illuſtrate. No one who has read the ſcrip- 
tures, can avoid obſerving, that God was 

accuſtomed to puniſh the fin of idolatry in 
his antient people Iſrael, by delivering them 
up to the {word of idolaters. Nor was this 
a peculiarity of the divine government exer- 
ciſed over them. For not only does an apo- 
ſtle aſſures us, that the judgments of God, 


which befel nem for their 1dolatries, and o- 
ther provocations, are recorded as examples 
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to us, that we ſhould not imitate their im- 
pieties, 1 Cor. x. but the deſtruction of Ba- 


bylon is accounted for by the ſame cauſe, 


Jer. I. 38, 39. A drought is upon her waters, 


and they ſhall be dried up, for it is the land of 


graven images, and they are mad upon their 
idols. Therefore the wild beafls of the deſart 
with the wild beaſts of the iſland ſhall dwell 
therein; and it ſhall be no more inhabited for e- 
ver, neither ſhall it be dwelt in from generation 
to generation, The 1dolatries of the church 
of Rome, in particular, ſtand marked out in 
ſcripture as a chief cauſe of theſe terrible de- 


ſolations which were made over Chriſtendom 


for ſeveral ages by the Saracens and Turks, 
Rev. ix. 20. And the reſt of the men which 
were not killed by theſe plagues, yet repented not 
of the works of their hands, that they ſhould not 
worſhip demons, (that is, the ſouls of dead 
men), and idols of gold, and filver, and braſs, 


aud wood, and ſtones, which neither can ſee, nor 
Hear, nor walk. The complaint, that the reſt 


of the men who ſuryived theſe calamities, re- 


pented not of the crimes laid to their charge, 


is a clear declaration, that theſe crimes were 
the cauſes of the Lord's controverſy, and that 
the judgments ſent upon the world were for 
reclaiming men from them; which yer they 
did not do. There are indeed other cauſes of 
theſe deſolations, mentioned in the following 


. verſe; but idolatry 3 is the chief and leading 


cauſe. 


TR a 


cauſe. Not the OM of antient Heathen- | 
iſm; for this was caſt down long before in 
theſe countries where theſe inſtruments of _ 
deſtruction were employed; but it is the ido- 
latry which was ſpread through the Greek 
and Latin churches, to which the Spirit of 
God attributes that laughter and devaſtation 
made by the arms of the infidels, through ſo 
many different kingdoms; that idolatry which 
is praiſed in the church of Rome to this day; 
who have not repented of their deeds, not- 
withſtanding of the deſolations which they 
have brought upon the world in the inſtan- 
ces already mentioned; and we have no 
ground to doubt, in many ſubſequent ones. 
For while the ſame cauſe remains, and fimi- 
lar effects appear, there can be little danger 
of miſtake in aſcribing the one to the other. 
If it is then certain, that the fin of idola- 
try calls down the deſolating judgments of 
God upon nations; it muſt be the duty of 
the civil magiſtrate, as the guardian 0 the 
publick intereſt to puniſh it. He cannot pro- 
vide for the common ſafety, if he does not 
employ his power to diſcourage an evil, which, 
if ſuffered to prevail, muſt fruſtrate whatever 
he can do beſides, for the preſervation and 
happineſs: of the people who are under his 
charge. The laws given to the Iſraelites con- 
_ cerning the puniſhment of idolatry, were e- 
vidently founded in this principle; and 
therefore, 


* 20 * 
4 therefore, in reſpect of their od import, 
admit an application to other kingdoms. . 


Though the degree of puniſhment may be 
varied according to the different geniuſes, 


| z 


2 


tempers, and diſpoſitions of particular na- 
tions; yet a publick national teſtimony a- 
gainſt idolatry ought to be kept up, in ſome 
degree of puniſhment. This appears to have 
been admitted in other countries beſides that 
of the Iſraelites. Job, who belonged to ano- 
ther people, affirms concerning idolatry, that it 
is 2s an iniquity to be puniſhed by the judges, Job 
xxxi. 28, I do not deny but a great diffe- 
rence ought to be made between the leaders 
and inſtigators to idolatry, who appear to be 
chiefly intended in ſcripture as the objects of 

_ puniſhment by the civil authority, and theſe 
who are deceived and miſled by them. But 
this no way invalidates the argument, in its 
application to Romiſh biſhops, prieſts, and 
Jeſuies. 
A Popery 1 is anschein I take the 
term in its ſtrict ſenſe, as it is applied to ſig- 
nify that myſtery of iniquity, that general 
corruption of the faith and ordinances of 
Chriſt, which the apoſtles foretold was to a- 
rife in the Chriſtian church, under the man 
of ſin and ſon of perdition; that intricate 
maze of error, deluſion and iniquity, which 
they predicted ſhould be eſtabliſhed and au- 
thoriſed, when that wicked one ſhould be 
revealed. 
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revealed. This is antichriſtianiſm by way of 
eminence, and a ſpecial character of Popery. 
To evince which three things are neceſſary: 
Iſt, That the deſcriptions given of antichriſt, 
or the man of ſin be found to agree to the 
Pope, 2dly, That an acknowledgement of 
his authority, and ſubjection to him in mat- 
ters of religion be required and complied 
with. And laſtly, That the religion sſtabliſh- 
ed under him, carry in it a remarkable con- 
trariety to genuine Chriſtianity. For that re- 
ligion which has antichriſt for its head and 
director, which is exerciſed under, and ac- 
_ cording to his direction, and which is in it- 
ſelf a contraſt to the religion of Chriſt, has a 
peculiar and indiſputable title to be ſtiled an- 
tichriſtian, and anſwers to the deſeription of 
the great apoſtaſy, given by the apoſtles, ſo 
as no other religion can. Let us tee then 
oY this matter ſtandes 4)? 
1. The Pope is antichriſt, deſerves in 
rie as the great object of God's contro- 
verſy. As the character of Chriſt is declared 
in the word, ſo the character of Antichriſt is 
alſo delineated in the word, that he may be 
known. And this character agrees to nothing 
in the world but to the Pope. According to 
the apoſtolical predictions, antichriſt was to 
exalt himſelf in the temple of God: And has 
not the Pope exalted himſelf in the church, 
which is the temple of God? Has he not 
made 


N 


made himſelf an emperor over all uren A 


The Pope was to act as a God; or, in the a- 
poſtle's words, to he himſelf rhat be i 15a God. 
Has not the Pope aſſumed divine preroga- 
tives, and cloathed himſelf with names of 
blaſ} phemy ? Does he not lay claim to infalli- 
bility? Has he not allowed and required him- 
ſelf to be called Holy Father, his Holineſs, 
our Lord God the Pope, and, Another God 
upon earth? Has he not aſſumed the power 
of pardoning fin, which belongs only to God? 
Antichriſt was to exalt himſelf above all that 
is called God: And has not the Pope done 
ſo? Has not the Pope exalted himſelf above 
kings, who are called gods; pretending to 
diſpoſe of their crowns, and actually tread- 
ing upon their nec ks? Has he not exalted 
himſelf above angels, who are called gods; 
by claiming a power greater than all created 
power, extending to things celeſtial, terreſ- 
trial, and infernal? Has he not exalted him- 
ſelf above the only living and true God, by 
diſpenſing with his laws, and authoriſing 
things forbidden in them? The coming of 
antichriſt was to be after the working of Sa- 
tan, with all power, and figns, and lying 
wonders: Does not the Pope and his party 
glory in their falſe miracles? Do they not 
pretend, that miracles ſtill continue in 7 
churches? while theſe pretended miracles are 


produced on fuch frivolous occaſions, and 


are 
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are fo ridiculons in Thane nature, that they 
have every mark of forgery and impoſture. 
Antichriſt was to ariſe by a great falling a- 
way in the chriſtian church; and this falling 
away, the apoſtle to Timothy deſcribes, by a 
departing from the faith, giuing heed to ſeducing 
ſparits, and doctrines of demons, forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abſtain from meats, 
which God hath commanded to be uſed with 
thankfulneſs. Is not this the character of the 
Pope? who roſe in a time of great and gene- 
ral defection in the chriſtian church, and 
under whom that defection has been carried 
on. Has not the Pope been the great patron 
of the doctrines of demons? Has he not eſta- 
bliſhed the worſhip of them among all that 
belong to his communion? Who but he for- 
bids to marry, or to abſtain from meats? Was =o 
antichriſt to have his fear at Rome, and form 

the eight head of the Roman empire? What 

can this be applied to but the Pope? In a 

word, the prophetical deſcriptions of anti- 

chriſt in the {cripture, agree foclearly to him 

who pretends to be the ſucceſſor of the apo- 

{tle Peter, and, by fitting in his chain, to have 
acquired All his apoſtolical power and virtue, 

that we run no hazard of uncharitableneſs, 

by affirming, according to the doQtrine of 

the Reformation, that the Pope is antichriſt. 

* authority of the Pope is ackno w- 
[edged as a principle of unity in the Romiſh | 
church: 1 


* 


Ys Fe 1s od to Ve the Aker the - 
patriarch, and governor thereof. And though : 
it is not agreed whether the ſupreme infal- 
libility i is in the Pope, the vicar of Chriſt, or 
a general council, which is not his vicar, or 
both; which, we would think, ſhould have 
been ſettled before this time; yet, as gene- 
ral councils ſeldom meet, the Ar of re- 
ligion ordinarily remains, in the hands of the 
Pope. All of that communion muſt own him 
tobe their head; muſt ſubmit to his orders 
as members of the body which is conſtituted - 
under him: That is to ſay, they muſt be by 
their profeſſion the ſubjects of antichriſt, and 
their conſciences and religion muſt be under 
his direction. 

3. The religion eſtabliſhed under the Pope 
is in remarkable contrariety to genuine Chri- 
ſtianity. Its doctrines, inſtitutions, and ſpi- 
rit, are a contraſt to theſe which appear in 
the New Teſtament. Can any thing be more 
contrary to the doctrine of Chriſt and his a- 
poſtles, than the doctrines of juſtification by 
inherent righteouſneſs ; ; of human merits; 
works of ſupererogation; of tranſubſtantia- 
tion; of a ſacrifice offered in the mals for the 
ſins of the quick and the dead; of a multi- 
tude of advocates or mediators mak God for 
men; of purgatory, and prayers for the 
dead? Julit of a piece are the ordinances. that 
forbid the reading of the {ſcripture to the 
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laity; ; that appoint che oublick rel = 


vice to be performed in Latin; and theſe: I 


auricular confeſſion and abſolution by a 
prieſt; of holy water to drive away evil ſpi- 
rits; of ſeven ſacraments; of indulgencies, 
and pardons from the Pope to be had for- 
money. Is their ſpirit any thing more like 
that of Chriſtianit 5 If we obſerve it in the 
guides of the Romiſh church, it is plainly a 


ſpirit of ambition and monſtrous pride, of 


worldly policy and intrigue, of deceit ant 
cruelty, which all the world have been wit- 
neſſes of; and will further appear afterward. 

From all which it is manifeſt, that Popery, 
both in its nature, and in reſpect of the head 
which precedes over and directs it, 15 heme ol 
chriſtianiſm. 

To remove the * reſtraittts from it t then, 
and to proclaim free liberty to Romiſh- bis 
hops, prieſts, and Jeſuits, to {et up ſchools, 
to take upon them the education of youth, 
and openly to. propagate: their religion, is a 
widely different thing from tolerating any 
particular error. It is an authoriſing the moſt 


complicated and dangerous ſyſtem of delu- 


ſion that ever was put upon the world; a ſyſ- 
tem ſubverſive of all good morality. It. is to 


7 invite the capital enemy of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſtigmatized and marked out as ſuch 


by himſelf in his word, to ſeduce and per- 
vert the profeſſors of his name; it is to call 


D back 
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back the triple crown; to introduce a foreipr 

FF and antichriſtian authority and juri {dition 
1 iatg theſe kingdoms, to the endangering both 
j | the civil and religious liberties of the Prote- 


El Kagit ſubjects ; it is to open the gates to the 
cbleliaſtical legions. of Rome, who formerly 
held the weſtern empire in the molt deplo- 
rable bondage, and ſtill continue their domi- 
nion over many great kingdoms: If this is 
a party to be tampered with or encouraged, 
1 let all men judge, 
1 III. Popery is a bloody, religion. A reli- 
EZ gion that infuſes into its votaries a ſpirit ini- 
4 mical to the lives of all who offer to contra- 
| | dict its errors; by perſuading them, that it 
1 is a meritorious ſervice to God to murder 
theſe whom it brands with the name of he- 
4 reticks; and that no murders or maſlacres 
= are to be ſtood at, which may contribute to 
I its propagation ; chat if it is poſſible to root 
out hereticks, without doubt they are to be 
deſtroyed root and branch; and that ſuch 
catholicks who ſhall take the croſs for the ex- 
3 termination of hereticks, are intitled to the 
i ſame indulgence, the fame ſacred privilege 
2 theſe who g0 to the relief of the holy 
land. 

Aloowndingty, it has marked its way with 2 
blood and {laughter wherever it has prevail- 
ed. The tragical ſcenes which have been 
acted by it cannot be read by any perſon of 
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humanity without "ORE Many wong | 
and ten thouſands of peaceable and inaffen- 
five Chriſtians have been [butchered to glut 
the ſavage brutality of Popery. Read the art 
hiſtories of the French, Hungarian, and Ger- 
man perſecutions; of theſe of the Waldenſes; 
of the perſecutions in Britain and Ireland; 
and it will appear perfectly evident, that Po- 
pery is one of the greateſt ſcourges that has 
ever come upon the world; that it has been 
inconceivably more bloody than antient Hea- 
theniſm itſelf; and that all the flaughter made 
by the ten perſecuting emperors, is not at 
all to be compared with what has been acted 
by the church of Rome upon the people of 
God. Who can make any computation, 
(ays Dr. Newton), or even frame any con- 
ception of the numbers of pious Chriſtians 
*© who have fallen a ſacrifice to the bigotry 
and cruelty of Rome? Mede has obſerved 
* from good authorities that in the' war, with 
the Albigenſes and Waldenſes, theye pe- 
riſhed of theſe poor creatures in France a- 
lone a million. , From the firſt inſtitution 
of the jeſuits, to the year 1480, that is in 
little more than thirty years, nine hundred 
thouſand orthodox Chriſtians were ſlain. 
In the Netherlands alone, the Duke of Al- 
„ va boaſted, that within a few years he had 
* diſpatched to the amount of thirty-ſix 
* thouſand ſouls, and thoſe all by the hn 
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„ 
of the common executioner. In the ſpace of 
ſcarce thirty years, the inquiſition deſtroy- 
ed by various kinds of tortures, an hun- 
4 dred and fifty thoufand Chriſtians, San- 
ders himſelf confeſſes, that an innumera- 
ble multitude of Lolands and Sacrimenta- 
rians were burnt through all Europe *.” 
Nor have theſe catholick enemies of God and 


man been content with putting the ſaints to 


of that infernal tribunal of the inquiſition 
where the arts of torture ar re carried to the 
| ſe 


death ; they have ſtudied to make them die 


in the utmoſt torment which the moſt mali- 


cious and inventive cruelty could deviſe. 
Burning- them alive has been an ordinary 
thing; and though, of itſelf, a very terrible 
death, was often rendered more ſo by the 
lingering manner in which it was executed. 
Yet even this is outdone by the proceedings 


3 


eem ambitious 


higheſt perfection; and men 


to ſhew how nearly they can imitate the de- 


vil, by rejoicing in the miſchiefs they have 
done, and regaling themſelves with the mi- 
ſeries of their fellow creatures. | 
They attempt to amuſe the world, as per- 
ſecutors have always done, with ſhameleſs 
pretences, that the barbarities perpetrated: by 


them had ſome relation to the ſafety of the 


civil ſtate, or were owing to rebellion againſt 


5 e temporal 


-: Diſſertation on the prophecies, vol, ili. p. 229, 220, 
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temporal princes. But why a as 8 
puſh prieſts and Jeſuits ſo active in promot- 


ing them? Do- not temporal princes know 
what rebellion is, and how it ought to be pu- 
niſhed, without being inſtructed and inſti- 
gated by the popiſh clergy? If it was for re- 


- bellion that theſe tragedies. were acted, why 


was going to maſs, or otherwiſe aſſenting to 
che doctrine of the church of Rome the terms 


of exemption from them? Can ſuch compli- 
ances make an amends for rebellion againſt 
temporal princes ? Why were theſe executions 
carried on without diſtinction of age or ſex? 
Are women and children likely inſtruments 
of railing rebellion againſt government? In 
a word, this pretence is a diſguiſe thinner 


than a cob-web, to hide the infinite murders. 


which the church of Rome has committed. 
It is impoſſible in ſo ſhort a compaſs to 
give any ſuitable view of this character of 


the popiſh religion ; in reſpect whereof the 


church of Rome is ſo ſignificantly; in ſerip- 
ture, repreſented as drunk with the blood of 
the ſaints. A good abridgement of the hit- 
tories of the popiſh perſecutions, with a 


brief explication of the riſe and cauſes” of 


them, would be the moſt proper illuſtration 
of it, Thereby Proteſtants, who have loſt 
light of theſe things, would be enabled to 
diſeern what fort of W they are to take 
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into their boſoms, by reſcinding the penal 
ſtatutes againſt the Pax piſts. 

At preſent I only ee That the intend- 
ed repeal has no better appearance, than if a 
man infamous for ten thouſand capital crimes 
was to be called back into ſociety, and eſta- 
bliſhed in all the privileges of a good citizen. 
Yet even this does not come up to the caſe. 
It is not equal to that of revoking the laws, 
to tavour and encourage a party who have 
turned murder into an article of religion, and 
filled all the corners of Europe with their 
barbarities from generation to generation; 
who have by this wickedneſs brought innu- 
merable calamities upon the world; (for 


their murders ſtand as a ſecond article, be- 
des idolatry, by which the Spirit of God 


accounts for theſe deſolations mentioned 
Rev. ix.); and who are ſtill bearing witneſs to 
the deeds of their fathers that they approve 


them, and thereby entailing all the guilt of 
former generations npon themſelves. 


IV. Popery is a treacherous religion. It 


approves of, and inſtigates to the practice of 
the moſt deſtructive perfidy. It is a princi- 
ple of the popiſh religion, that no faith is to 


be kept with hereticks; and that the Pope, 
being the vicar of Chriſt, has power to diſ- 


charge the obligation of oaths, and thus to 


deſtroy the higheſt ſecurity that one man can 


have from another; that by his authority he 
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can diſſolve the allegiance of ſubjects to their 
princes, when, by defection from the Ro- 
miſh communion, or other ways, they offend 
againſt the intereſts of his kingdom. On this 
principle, the Papiſts have uniformly acted, 

with the approbation of their head. Where 
was there ever a more execrable piece of trea- 
chery, than that by which thirty thouſand 
Proteſtants, relying on the moſt ſolemn af- 
ſurances, by the promiſes and oaths of a po- 
piſh court, for their ſafety, were all cruelly 
murdered in cold blood at Paris, and other 
towns in France, by order of the ſame court. 
Yet for this Pope Gregory the XIII. made a 
ſolemn triumph at Rome. He himſelf with 
his cardinals repaired'to the church to give 
God thanks for ſuch diabolical perfidy; the 
guns were fired; the meſſenger was reward+ 
ed with a thouſand pieces of gold; and Car- 
dinal Urſin was diſpatched from Rome to 
compliment the French king upon this fignal 
victory over the enemies of the church, (Thu- 
anus and Strada); while the pulpits at Rome 
reſounded with the praiſes of this notable ex- 
ploit. There is another inſtance of like per- 
fidy, of a later date, which could not but be 
equally acceptable to the ſovereign of the 
children of falſehood and deceit. It is the 
mallacre of two hundred thouſand Proteſtants 
in Ireland, living in ſecure dependence on 
the faith of their popiſh neighbours. To 
| SS: 


theſe we may add the famous inſtance of the 

perfidy of the council of Conſtance, in burn- 
ing John Huſs, contrary to the ſafe conduct 
given him by the Emperor Sigiſmund; which 
they prevailed with him to give up, in far 
vour of their bloody deſign, upon this prin- 
ciple, that no faith ought to be kept with 
kereticks. To the ſame purpoſe is the abſo- 
lution which was given by the Pope's legate 
to Uladiſlaus King of Hungary, from his oath 
to the Turkiſh. emperor; which, as it had 
the higheſt tendency to expoſe Chriſtianity 
to the Infidels; ſo it was followed with ſignal 
vengeance from God *. It is alſo notorious, 
that the Popes of Rome have aſſumed a power 
of depoſing princes, and claimed a right of 
diſſolving all the moſt ſolemn bonds of alle- 
glance; that they have thus promoted trea- 
chery and perjury, and rendered every obli- 
gation of ſubjects to their ſovereigns preca- 
rious, ſo far as their influence could extend. 
laffances hereof are ſo numerous, that it is 
inconvenient to repeat them. Henry the IV. 
of Germany was twice excommunicated by 
the Pope, and his crown pretended to be given 
away to Rodolph Duke of Sweve. Gregory 
the IX. excommunicated and proſcribed the 
Emperor Frederick the IL depriving him of 
all his dignities, honours, titles, and prero- 
Batives, | 


*.Knowlez's Turkiſh hiſtory, p. 292. 
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gatives, kingdoms, and whole empire. Pope 
Boniface the VIII. depoſed Philip the Fair 
King of France. Took, Pius the V. publiſh- 


ed a bull againſt Queen Elizabeth, Nee 


her of her title to the kingdom of England, 


and of all dominion, dignity and privilege 


whatſoever; and abſolving the nobility, ſub- 
jets, and people of the ſaid kingdom, and 
all others who had in any ſort ſworn to her, 
from their oaths of allegiance and obedi- 
cence. In proſecution. her eof, he excited the 
King of Spain to invade England, and bleſ- 
ſed what was called the Invincible Armada. 
There is a large et cetera for ſimilar exam- 


_ ples of papal wickedneſs, in labouring to 


encourage the perfidy of ſubjects againſt their 
princes; to which might have been added 
many inſtances of plots, aſſaſinations and 
conſpiracies carried on under the ſame influ- 
ence and direction, from the time of the Re- 
formation, and particular y that of the gun- 


| powder treaſon. 


Theſe examples of perfidy, and of the en- 


couragement given to it, can, with no juſtice, 
be conſidered as the faxing of a few indivi- 


duals only : They are chargeable on the Popes 
and the church of Rome in general. .They 
are manifeſtly founded in the principles of 


their religion, as has been ſhown; and have 
been practiſed both by the head a the body 


of the Romilh church as they have found 


E | opportunity, 
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opportunity. Nor is chere any ground to 
hope that they would not act in the ſame 


manner ſtill, if they ſhould once find them 


ſelves in a condition to do it with Merry, 
From this character of the popiſſi religion 
it is manifeſt, that Proteſtants muſt have an 
everlaſting diſtruſt of the profeſſors of it; 
and muſt be in perpernal danger from them, 
wherever they ſhall find themſelves at liber- 
ty to act according to their own principles, 
No Proteſtant ſtate can be ſafe where they 
are become numerous and powerful ; they 
will ever purſue the old tract of plots, con- 
ſpiracies, and treaſons, wherever they appre- 
hend the intereſt of their church requires it; 
for this reaſon that it is a point of their reli- 
gion. When people of other communions 
have ſworn, there is ſome ſecurity received 
by their oaths; but Papiſts are incapable of 


giving ſecurity by that means, becauſe there 


is a diſpenſing power in their church to ab- 
ſolve Xu from every engagement they may 
have contracted, whenever it 1s judged ne- 
ceſſary to the intereſt of their religion. 
V. The popiſh religion is calculated to pro- 
mote the practice of all manner of vice and 
immorality. It takes the word of God out 
of the hands of the people. It ſhuts them up 
in ignorance of his will, and of the true mo- 
tives of obedience thereto; an eaſy prey to 


all manner of * It ſubſtitutes in 


place 
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place of the unerring word, the canons of 
councils ; the bulls and reſcripts of Popes ; ; 
or in general, the faith of the church, as de» | 
| livered and taught by her prieſthood. - It:fiv . Þ 
lences the authority of God, and orders Aa 
profound regard tothe authority of the Pope; 
and this authority is exerciſed in a Way ex- 
tremely favourable to all manner of iniqui- 
ty. By virtue of a ſuppoſed treaſury in the I 
church of the merits of ſaints, who have ; 
performeq works of ſupererogation, or done 
more than they needed to have done, the 
Pope gives indulgencies, or judicial abſolu- 
tions, from the puniſhment due to divine 
juſtice for any ſins whatſoever. This power 
is exerciſed ſeveral ways: As by granting ſta- 
tionary indulgencies; that is, abſolution con- 
nected by a papal inſtrument, with the viſi- 
tation of certain churches or other holy 
places; and by occaſional bulls, which 'are 
{old for money, as theſe in Germany imme- 
diately before the Reformation. Nor does 
the omnipotence of the Pope only pardon fin 
after it is committed; it alſo diſpenſes with 
divine laws, and authoriſes the groſſeſt tranſ- 
greſſions of them. It gives men liberty to 
commit what ſins they pleaſe, providing they - 
are in a capacity to pay for their liberty “. 
Beſides all this, any prieſt has full power to 
| 8 8 abſolve 


* See the third of the hundred grievances of the Germans, 
I 5223, | | OY 
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abſolve a man from the guilt of all his fins 
upon confeſſion, and to open heaven for his 
admiſſion *. If the prieſt preſcribes a certain 
penance or ſatisfaction for his ſin, he m: 
redeem himſelf from that for a little money, 
or procure another perſon to perform it for 
him . Yet theſe are not all the refuges . 
which Popery furniſhes to the wickedneſs of 
men. The maſs beings foddce tor lin, gives 
relief from the guilt of it at any time; and 
extream unction comes in with full remiſſion 
at the cloſe of life. After all, if people are 
not fully purged, they muſt pay a viſit to 
purgatory; but then a little money to the 
clergy to offer the unbloody ſacrifice, which 
takes away the ſins of the dead as well as 
the living; and to pray for their ſouls, will 
ſoon releaſe them, and tranſlate them into 
heaven. I ſay nothing of the doctrine of 
the popiſh caſuiſts, fo deſtructive of all good 
morality. What has been already obſerved 
belongs to the conſtitution of the popith 
church, and admits of an eaſy proof. 
And now, I would aſk any rational man, 
ſuppoſing a deſign had been formed to free 
1 mens conſciences from the fear of tranſgreſ- 
ling the laws of God, and to encourage them 
His to go on boldly in fin, through every ſtage 
$1 of life; to commit adultery, murder, per- 


{i | . 
| | LE Een CNL, ng 
18 Trent Catechiſm, p. 191, 192. + Pi. 208; -* 


„ " : bt 96 * * * l . — 1 
* — * * * 7 "> * 1 7 * ” - - V * A Oe 
— * 
# 8 ( be ) tf ” 


jury, theft, and robbery, what better ſcheme 
could have been deviſed, than that which 
the Romiſh religion preſents us with ?— 
What a maſſacre muſt have been made of the 
ſouls of men, by ſuch ſcandalous impoſitions, 
in ſo great an affair as that of the pardon of 
ſin !—What has the intereſt of common mo- 
rality not to apprehend from a religion which 
gives ſuch encouragement to vice! That the 
miniſters of ſuch a religion ſhonld be under - 
legal reſtraints, the ſpiritual intereſts of man- 
kind, the good order of ſociety requires; 
but that the laws made againſt them ſhould 
be abrogated ; that they thould be encoura- 
ged to propagate their deſtructive ſyſtem, 
muſt, at leaſt, be very hard to account for. 
ä A is a fabulous religion. A great 
part of its devotions are founded on fables 
and lying tales, which it is not poſſible for 
any ſenſible man to believe; and which are 
therefore to be confidered as a deſigned im- 
poſition on the ſimple and credulous. Such 
are the legends of their ſaints, and the ſtories 
of their relicks, which yet are the ground- 
work of many devotions. Many miracles, it 
is pretended, have been wrought upon ap- 
plication to theſe ſaints, eſpecially at ſome of 
their principal churches, many aſtoniſhing 
things been done by theſe relicks to juſtify 
the devotion which is paid to them ; which, 
if they were true, we ſhould have no ground 
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to doubt any thing in Ovid's metamorpho- 


ſis. To enter into a detail would be a tedious 
ſervice; only it will not be 1 improper to men- 
tion a few inſtances of theſe precious miracle- 


or ing relicks, which abound in the church 


of Rome. As particularly at Rome they have 
a manger in which our Saviour: was laid 
when he was born; which, no doubt, muſt be 
of ſome very durable ſubſtance to have laſted 
ſo long. They have ſome of the bread which 
was uſed at his laſt ſupper ; and of that which 
was multiplied for the five thouſand. They 
have his ſeamleſs coat in three different places. 
They have alſo his blood; and thar in ſuch 
quantities, that it would, * liquitied, fill the 
veins of an hundred men. They likewiſe 
have the wood of his croſs; and this in ſuch 
great abundance, that it is ſufficient to fill a 


large houſe, for all the world has ſome of it. 
They have fifteen nails whereby he was fix- 


ed to the croſs, though we Have no reaſon 
to believe there was ſo many of them when 
our Saviour was crucified. But beſides, they 
have great quantities of the milk of the Vir- 
gin Mary ; they have alſo her hair and the 
pairing of her nails, and a curious collection 
of her linens, Cc. Oc. To theſe, and ſuch - 
like, the Papiſts are taught to approach with 
great reſpect and devotion; to theſe they kneel; 
thele they worſhip; theſe are carried in pro- 

70. ceſſion 
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ceſſion to obtain fair weather; and miracles 
in great abundance are aſcribed to them. 
That many in the communion of the 
church of Rome have underſtanding enough 
to deſpiſe the legendary tales of ſaints and 
relicks as monkiſh follies, I readily believe; 
and that their preachers, to avoid ſtumbling 
new converts, affect ſometimes to regard 
them in the ſame manner, ſeems to be no 
leſs certain. But after all, not only authors 
of high reputation in the 'popiſh church, as 
Bellarmine and Baronius take part with 
them, but many Popes, and the body of the 
popiſh clergy, appear in their — and 
through their influence they form the chief 
pillar of that abſurd and idolatrous devotion 
to ſaints and relicks, which makes ſo great a 
part of the religion of Roman Catholicks. 
So that though they are an evident cheat put 
upon mankind, and look. like a deſigned 
burleſque upon Chriſtianity; yet they enter 
very deep into the popiſh religion, and ex- 
tend their influence far in their worſhip. It 
may therefore be truly affirmed, that a great 
part of the Romiſh reli 1s founded 1 in 
tables. 
Whatever indulgence i 1s FOND "ae erring 

conſciences, certainly theſe who are capable of 
impoſing upon the world at ſuch a rate, and 
of diſgracing Chriſtianity with ſo many re- 
ligious forgeries, are not intitled to the ſame 
confideration.. 
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conſideration. If a man cannot be convinced 
and perſuaded out of his errors, provided he 
does not hurt others, he muſt be let alone. 
But theſe who evidently carry on deſigns of 
deceiving and miſleading their fellow crea- 
tures, deſerve a different treatment. The li- 
berty they aſk is in no proper ſenſe liberty 
of conſcience, bur a liberty ro live without 
any regard to conſcience, | 15 
VII. Popery is a damnable religion. This 
charge, heavy as it is, ſtands not inconſide- 
rably ſupported by the antecedent articles. 
And to this evidence I now add, That the 
Spirit of God has clearly fixed this character 
on the Romiſh religion, 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. — 13. 
where, after deſcribing the man of ſin, the 
great antichriſt ſitting in the temple of God, 
with the time of his appearance, namely, 
when he that letted ſhould be taken out of 
the way; and the manner of his coming; 
that is, after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and figns, and lying wonders, and with 
all deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that 
periſh; it is added, That this myſtery of ini- 
quity, this flood of error and impoſture 
ſhould come upon men, in the righteous 
judgment of God, to their eternal ruin, for 
not receiving the love of the truth, that they 
might be ſaved. For this cauſe God ſhall fend. 
them ſirong deluſions, (which evidently refers 
to the deceptions of antichrifh, the wicked 
= "Or 
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faith of the church of Rome as ſubſervien 
latry and tyranny, is called the mark or character of the beaſt; 
which character is ſaid to be received in the forehead, when 


F 


or lawleſs one, mentioned before); that they 


ſhould believe a lie, that they all might be damn- 


ed, who believed not the truth, but had plea- 


fare i in un ightcouſneſs. The ſame awful inti- 
wation is conveyed, in that which is expreſſed 


Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. Aud the third angel fol- 
lowed them, ſaying. with a loud voice, I any 
man worſhip the beaſt , * and his image f, and 
receive hus RELA in ie is forehead or in his hand, 
„ the 


K* 


A beaſt in the prophetic aue! is 2 cyregolcal Ablarcls em- 


Pires and is the emblem-made uſe of. in the, book of the Reve- 


ations to repreſent the Roman empire, which was idolatrous 


and tyrannical under the heathen emperors; and then, after 
| ſome intermiſſion under the Chriſtian emperors; returned to its 


former character under the Roman Pontiffs, and * hath con- 


tinued ever ſince. 


+ An image of the beaſt; or of thie idolatrous 6 pre; is form · 
180 under the Pope, who, by uniting the empire, after it was 
broken into ten parts, under himſelf as an eccleſiaſtical head, 


exerciſes all the power of the ſirſt beaſt, and is no leſs a Rees 


of idolatry and tyranny than that was. 

I As it was cuſtomary-among the antients for n to 
receive the mark of their maſters, and ſoldiers of their general, 
and thoſe who were devoted to any particular deity, of the 
particular deity to whom they were devoted ; ſd in alluſion to 
this antient praftice and cuſtom, the ſym 1 and profeſſion of 


ſuperſtitions, ido- 


they make an open and public declaration of their faith ; and 
in their right-hand, when they live and act in conformity to it. 
If any difſent from the ſtated and authoriſed forms, they are 
condemned and excommunicated as heretics ; and, in conſe- 
"quence of that, they are no longer ſuffered to buy or ſell; 


they are interdicted from traffic and commerce, and all the 


benefits of civil ſociety, Difrtations on the prophecies, by Dr. 
| Newton, p. 241, — | 
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R 
the ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out without mixture into 

the cup of bis indignation; and he ſhall be tor- 
mented with fire and brimflone, in the preſence 
of the holy angels, and in the preſence of the 
Lamb. And the ſmoke of their torment aſcend- 
eth up for ever and ever: and they have no reſt 
day nor night, who worſhip the beaſt and his 
image „ and recerve the mark of his name. In- 
deed, when we conſider what doctrines are 
held by the Papiſts, we have no way of form- 
ing a more charitable judgment of them, 
without ſuppoſing, that there is more than 
one faith, and one way of ſalvation. - They 
are taught to believe, that the ſcriptures are 
to be received only on the teſtimony of their 
church, and to be underſtood only as their 
church direQts ; nay, that they muſt not read 
the ſcriptures, but only believe what the 
church holds and teaches. Thus their faith 
does not terminate on God ſpeaking in his 
word, but on their church; that is, it is nota 
divine, but a-mere human faith. They are 
taught to rely on the merit of departed ſaints, bk 
on the maſs as a ſacrifice for their fins, and Eb 
| Med, on _ 


As the temporal power of the empire, and the eccleſiaſtic 
power of the Pope united, take the whole direction of religion; 
fo that worſhip and religious ſervice, which is performed in o- 


„ 
Ee. - e 


bedience to both, from a dread of their diſpleaſure and deſire 9 
of their favour, may very properly be termed worſhipping them, 1 
ſince it derives its motives from them. . 9 WON 
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on the indulgences of Popes, and the abſolu- 
tion of prieſts, for inſuring their ſalvation: 
While the Spirit of God declares, that there 
ig no other name given under heaven, among 
men, befides the name of Jeſus, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved. And that by the once offermg 
up of himſelf, he hath for ever perfected them 
| that are ſanctiſied. They are taught to wor- 
ſhip theſe that are no gods, and to bow down 
before images of gold and ſilver, of wood 
and ſtone; which is idolatry, and excludes 
from the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 
If then a Papiſt can be ſaved by the religion 
he profeſſes, it is manifeſt there muſt be an- 
other way of ſalvation than that revealed in 
the ſcripture. „„ 
What a deep and dreadful ſnare, what a 
gulph of perdition is before us in the popiſh 2 
religion? Thoſe who embrace it are incloſed © 
by the wrath of God. The judge of the 
world has pronounced their doom. Abhor- 
red be the idea of encouraging it to ſpread 
its nets in the iſland of Britain, to catch the | 
ſouls of men. Tremble, ye Chriſtian parents 
for your riſing generation, leſt they become 
a prey to theſe who go about ſeeking whom 
they may devour, Fly far from their tents, ye 
that have any concern for your future happi- 
neſs, and deliver your own ſouls. And ler 
ſuch as are ſtill diſpoſed to favour the liberty 
of Popery conſider, that the conſequences Juſt 
RI hinted, 
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3 are obvious, tg cannot © be adden 
tured upon without an high degree of guilt. 
VIII. As Popery has been a ſource of the 
greateſt wickedneſs, and of inexpreſſible mi- 
ſeries to mankind; ſo it has fixed both the 
head and body diſtinguiſhed by it, under. 
ſuch a load of crimes, as conſtitute them 
moſt remarkable objects of God's wrath and 
judgments even in this world. The Sove- 
reign of the univerſe has declared in his word, 


that he will execute ſuch examplary vengeance 


n them, as ſhall render them a ſpectacle 
8 AK and aſtoniſhment unto all nations. 
For their boundleſs idolatries and murders, 
their endleſs treacheries, and the encourage- 
ment given to all manner of wickedneſs, the 
vials of divine wrath are to be poured out 
upon them, until they have received double 


for all the miſchief they have done. This is 


a party deſtinated to utter deſtruction. They 
are given over to a ſpirit of reprobation, and 


will not repent. Every ſucceeding genera- 
tion bears witneſs to the deeds of their fa- 
thers that they approve them, thereby en- 


railing their guilt upon themſelves ; that, at 


the time appointed of God, judgment may 
be executed upon this kingdom of iniquity, 


for all the wickedneſs they have ated through 


different ages; and that myſtical Babylon 


may become as deſolate, and as much a mo- 
nument of the holy ſeverity, and ſin-reveng- 
ing 


that a perſecution ſhould be raiſed againſt 
the Papiſts, becauſe they are thus unhappy: 
Burt certainly a regard to the good of others, 

| who are liable to be perverted by them, dic- 


r T IE. ond oa I one. 


are Proteſtants called to guard againſt aſſo- 


as" i 


ing wrath of God, as the literal Babylon has 
long been. Rey. xviii. 21, 22, 23, 24. 
1 would not be underſtood to inſinuate, 


tates, that there ſhould be a legal reſtraint 
upon their prieſts, biſhops, and Jeſuits from 
propagating their deſtructive errors, and 
making proſelite to a party in ſo deplorable | 
a ſtate, An unreſtrained liberty is an indu[- 
gence which they had no right to expect, and 
ought to have been aſhamed to aſk. while 
their party continue to ſuppreſs the proteſtant 
religion abroad;- and which humanity as 

well as religion forbids to grant. If God 
called his people in a caſe of far leſs aggrava- 
tion, Numb. xvi, 26. Depart from the tents f 
theſe wicked men, and touch fiot hing of theirs, 
leſt ye be conſumed in all their fins; much more 


Flating with Papiſts, or giving encourage- 
ment to the emiſſaries of Rome to appear o- 
penly among them. If the Lord calls his 
people to come out of myſtical Babylon, f 
they partake of her ſins, and recerve of her plagues, 
Rev. xviii. 4. The call to Romiſh biſhops, 
prieſts, and Jeſuits, the Babyloniſh agents 
70 come in to a proteſtant kingdom, to ſet up 
ſchools, and take upon them the —— 
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of youth, the forming of the riſing genera- 


tion, muſt come from a diflerent airth. 


But here I am interrupted by an advocate 


E the Romiſh church and religion: He tells 


2 


"14 


Cs 


* theſe characters will not apply ; that 
Popery is now much reformed, Papiſts are 
more enlightened; they have attained 
to more juſt and hberal views, and. 
have renounced the errors in which their - 
fathers lived. As an evidence hereof, they 


have taken an oath to be true to a prote- 


ſtant king; they have abjured the doctrine 


that princes excommunicated by the Pope 


and council may be depoſed, or murdered 
by their ſubjets. They have diſclaimed 


any foreign temporal juriſdiction, power, 


ſuperiority, or pre-eminence of the Pope 


within this realm. They have declared 
their deteſtation of theſe unchriſtian and 
impious principles, That no faith is to be 
kept witli hereticks, and that it is lawful 


to murder any perſon or perſons whatever 


under pretence of their being hereticks: 


And finally, they have renounced the diſ- 


penſing power of the Pope.“ 
Not to derogate in the leaſt from what can 


be juſtly pleaded in favour of Popery or Pa- 
piſts, I am apprehenſive all theſe pretences 


will goa very ſhort way to relieve the Romiſh 


religion, or its votaries, of the preceding 
characters. For not to inſiſt, that they re- 


— 


„„ 


ſpect only ſome of theſe dare and can 


only be pleaded in behalf of a few perſons 


who have made the above compliances; it 
muſt be obſerved, that there are very conſi- 
derable reaſons of diſtruſt, even with reſpect 


to theſe points about which an oath has been 


_ deviſed, and taken for ſecurity. For, in the 
firſt place, As the church of Rome pretends _ 


to have been always infallible, ſhe cannot 
have altered her doctrine, for this would be 
giving up that high claim, and rendering all 
the mighty fabrick reared upon it, like the 
baſeleſs fabrick of a viſion. If ſhe has not 
altered her doctrine, ſhe ſtill holds the very 


principles which are abjured by her children; 
namely, that no. faith is to be kept with he- 
reticks, and that Proteſtants ought to be de- 


ſtroyed root and branch, and alſo the diſpen- 
ling power. If ſhe ſtill holds theſe doctrines, 
ihe cannot be ſuppoſed to retain theſe in her 
communion who have renounced/and abjur- 
ed them. If ſhe retains ſuch perſons in her 
communion, it is plain ſhe and they have 


| ſome way & underſtanding . one another, 


which 4 not occur to other men; and con- 


ldering . the notorious perfidy which - has 
marked the character of that ſociety through 

many ages, ſome very great duphcity 1 is uſt 
: "mY ſuſpected 3 in the preſent caſe,” 


2, Is it not certain, that many of hs Pa- 


piſts, particularly the clergy of that commu- 


7 


nien, 


P v; ̃ dä — 


( 48 ) 
nion; who have lately ſworn the oath to go- 
vernment, have alſo ſworn a contrary oath ? 


Have they not, at their admiſſion into holy 
orders, taken an oath, a chemſelves to 


1 4 


the creed of —— Pius the IV. * pain of 
the diſpleaſure of Almighty God, IT of his 
holy apoſtles Peter and Paul, Now, in this 
creed, there is not only a very abſolute alle- 
giance to the Pope, which: muſt. be under- 
ſtood according to the character and extent 


of power which he aſſumes; but, in the 24th 


Ee: they ſolemnly declare, chat they do 
undoubtedly receive and , profeſs. all other 
things, (that is, beſides, the other heads of 
Popery contained in the preceding articles), 
which have been delivered, defined, and de- 
clared by the ſacred canons, and œcumeni- 
cal councils; and eſpecially by the holy ſy- 
nod of Trent. And all things contrary there- 
unto, and all hereſies condemned, rejected, 
and anathematized by the church, they do 
likewiſe condemn, reject, and anathematize. 
Here the popiſh clergy are bound to reccive 
and profeſs all that is contained in the canons 
of general councils; that is, of theſe coun- 
cils that are acknowledged by the church of 
Rome. Now, in theſe canons are the very 
doctrines that have been abjured in the oath 


to government: As chat no Faith is to be beg 
Wld 


0. 


nnn a 
with heretics, in the decrees of 5 council g 


of Conſtance; and that hereticks are to be 


exterminated; and that princes who neglect 
this work, may be depoſed by the Pope, in 
che fourth general 5 of Lateran. Theſe 
popiſh biſhops, prieſts, and Jeſuits, then, who 


have ſworn the oath to government, have 


ſworn alſo an oath of a quite contrary im- 


port. They have ſworn, that faith ought to 
be kept with hereticks ; and they have ſworn 
that faith ought not to be kept with them, 


and anathematized the contrary doctrine. 
They have ſworn, that it is not lawful to mur- 


der any perſon, becauſe, or under pretence of _ 


his being a heretick; they have alſo ſworn, 
that the hereticks ought to be extirpated. 
They have ſworn, that the Pope has no power 


to depoſe princes; and they have ſworn that 


he has ſuch a power. They have ſworn, un- 
der pain of the difpleafure of Almighty God, 


and of his holy apoftles Peter and Paul, to 


the doctrine of the church of Rome: To go- 
vernment they have abjured ſeveral of her 
doctrines. Certainly there is ſome fraud un- 
der this inconſiſtency. 
3. It is impoſſible to avoid obſerving, that 
a late advocate for Popery, who approves of 
taking the oath diſclaiming the perſecution 
of Proteſtants for their religion, the not keep- 
ing faith with hereticks, and the Pope's de- 
Poſing . is not aſhamed to . that 
| John 
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4:06 Huſs v was i. juli 55 000 nl for | 
| proteſtant principles, and by a moſt notori- 
> ous breach of faith. How are theſe conſiſt- 
| ent? If John Huſs was juſtly burnt; for any 
gf! thing I know, all Proteſtants might be juſtly 
buesnt: If faith was WArTADERDTY broke to him, 
why not to them? | 
4. It is impoſſible to ſee 8 this great 
improvement, which is ſaid to have taken 
place among the Papiſts conſiſts. Do they 
| not practiſe the moſt ſtupid idolatries now, 
| as well as in former ages? Is not their church 
as evidently antichriſtian as ever? If they 
| | are leſs bloody in this part of the world, it. is 
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becauſe they have leſs power. Where they 

have power, they give fufficient evidence of 
the old ſanguinary ſpirit. Do they not ſhew 
Ft}: their continued perfidy in oppreſſing the Pro- 
| teſtants, contrary to the faith of treaties, in 
1: 88 Germany The meaſures purſued againſt the 
$i  Diffidents in Poland, contrary to the moſt ſo- 
to lemn ratification of their privileges. by the im- 
1 Portant treaty of Oliva, are yet freſh in every «< 
maman's remembrance. In a word, Proteſtants 
map, if they pleaſe, believe that the Papiſts 
x5 | aare much altered to the better; but WW Pa- 

1 


piſts themſelves certainly do not believe it. 

I return then to the characters of Popery: 
1 Not to make any additions to them, but to 
I | . ſum up the account, and bring into view the 
1 reſult of the whole, in a few general 1 
rom 
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From what ys Been obſerved, it 18 ma 


1. That the popiſh religion ought not to 
be conſidered merely as an error, or as a 
number of heterodox notions in the minds 
of men. It contains in it great and horrible 
crimes, with principles to juſtify, authorize, 
and promote the commiſſion of them. It 
teaches men to be wicked for conſcience ſake, 
and to recommend themſelves to the favour 


dolatry againſt God, with the groſſeſt inva- 
ſions of his prerogatives; monſtrous and end- 
leſs ſuperſtitions againſt the truth and purity 
of his ordinances. The utmoſt perfidy and 
barbarity againſt men, and treaſon againſt 
princes are not only acted, but juſtified by 
the church of Rome. They are conſidered 
as meritorious; they are inculcated as avail- 
able to ſalvation, A criminal in any other 
communion acts with fear and hefitation; he 


mitted] them; his confciede accuſes him; 


to be puniſhed But a Papiſt is taught to 
look upon many of the blackeſt commiſſions 


tion and ſelf-applauſe. The churchof Rome, 

then, is a ſchool of 1 W ; Or, as the ſcrip- 

ture Sgnificantly expre ales it, a mother of abo- 
r 


. mmations, The popiſh ligion | is a laboured 
ſyſtem of wickedneſs. It is not matter of 


_ conjecture; it has been written in large cha- 
racters 


of their Maker by the greateſt impieties, 1 


and he cannot help owning that he deſerves 


without fear, without remorſe, with ſatisfac- 


4 


PAS x 


— 


is aſhamed of his crimes, when he has com- 
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eder all over the face of 5 Why are. k. 


laws againſt crimes continued, if a certain 


order of men are to be allowed to teach and 


recommend the practice of tl em? Is there not 


a remarkable inconſiſtency in authoriſing men 

to teach practices which the ſame authority | 

which gave the liberty muſt puniſh? ?; 
2. Popery has the ntmoſt moral tendency 


; to bring rain upon the kingdom. If * n 


ingdoms of the world have a moral depend - 
ence on God, and that they have is undeni- 
able, and acknowled ged by theſe who appoint 
or obſerve national faſts for averting publick 
calamiries; it follows, that the increaſe of 
wickedneſs muſt expoſe them to calamities, 
from which no human pqwercan defend them. 
It has had this effe in many inſtances. And 
eſpecially the guilt and wickedneſs which Po- 
pery carries along with it has this tendency, 
The guilt of idolatry, and perſecution of the 
church, holds the chief place among the cau- 
ſes of national judgments in ſcripture. This, 
with the guilt of many other crimes, the 
church of Rome ſtands deeply chargeable 
with; this ſhe daily increaſes; and for this 
{tands proſcribed by divine juſtice to ſuffer 


by the execution of God's terrible judgments, | 


If then a proteſtant kingdom withdraws the 

publick teſtimony hitherto kept up againſt 
her impieties; if ſhe is taken under the pro- 
tection of the ſtate, and meets with counte- 
nance and encouragement of government, in 
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ſpreading hey eating 1 Enn Eg 23 
idolatries, to the diſhonour of God, and s 


but that the Lard ſhall a both avant the 
houſe of the evil doers, and againſt the bel of 
them that work iniquity? Iſai. xxxi. 2 5 


3. Popery has a great natural rendency od; 


hurt the intereſt of the nation. It introduces a 
foreign authority and juriſdiction into it, and. 
leaves the king only a divided empire with 3 
the Pope of Rome; who gives laws to his 
ſubjects, and Jays taxes upon them. What 
though a few Papiſts renounce the temporal 
power of the Roman Pontiff within the realm, 


the pope has a ſtronger hold of them by his _ 


pretended ſpiritual power, than any temporal 
prince can. have. A ſovereign who is believ- 
ed to have dominion over the fouls of men, 
and to have the keys of heaven in his cuſtody, - 


will find his com preferred to theirs 
who pretend not to have any power of eter- 


nal rewards, It is the ſpiritual power which 
the pope lays claim to, which has rendered 
him formidable to the greateſt princes; his 
temporal power never was very conſiderable. 
Popery alſo deſtroys that ſecurity and mutual 


truſt which is ſo neceſſary to the unity and 


comfort of ſociety. A Proteſtant looks upon 
a Papiſt as a perſon whoſe principles, and the 


-practices of his party, give him the ſtrongeſt 
ground to believe he would think it a meri- 


torious ſervice i in the © gat of God to imbrpe 
| his 


N 


| his hands in his blood. He knows, chat all | 
Papiſts regard him as an excommunicated he- 
retick, worthy of the puniſhment both of 
temporal and eternal fire; and that daggers, 
. Piſtols, and poiſon have often done the work 
of more publick inſtruments of execution. 
What ſort of ſociety can poſſibly be framed 
out of ſuch diſcordant materials? What unit- 
ed exertions for the publick good can be ex- 
i} pected, while enmity, diſtruſt and dread relax 
1 every ſpring of exertion? But let us ſuppoſe, | 
1 that Popery ſhall increaſe, that its votaries be- 
come numerous; what is the effect? That 
moment, Proteſtants fall under a general a- 
BI - larm; they ſee their religion, their lives at 
ſtake. The flames of Smithfield, the maſ- 
1 {acres of Paris and Ireland, with a thoufand 
4 | Other inſtances of Popiſh barbarity immedi- 
WT ately ruſh into their view. They look for- 
ward with anxiety and terror to the effects 
which the ſame principles may {till produce. 
As this is a ſtate of mind not to be long en- 
red, it muſt. ſpeedily iſſue in a violent 
ſtru gule to ſecure or regain a ſuperiority which 
has been weakly loſt or endangered ; which 
1 may convulle the kingdom to its center: Or, 
ſhould divine juſtice, for the fins of men, 
who have deſpiſed the day of their merciful 
_ viſitation, ſuffer the miſchief to arrive at ſuch 
a head, as to appear irretriveable, whether 
by means of foreign Popiſh connections, or 
other ways, multitudes will give 88. = 
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ability t to an NT empire, by courting 4 
that ſecurtity and freedom on the other ſide 
of the Atlantic, which they have deſpaired of 
finding at home. Why ſhould I mention 
the prejudice which muſt be ſuſtained by 
deſtroying that general kind of religion and 
morality which the doctrines of divine reve- 
lation produce, in many who are never ſav- 
ingly converted ? Even this would turn out 
to the hurt of ſociety, and the ſpreading. of 
Popery muſt have a fatal influence upon it. 
To conclude, In every view in which the 
Popiſh religion can be conſidered, with rela- 
tion to a Proteſtant kingdom, it appears of 
the moſt dangerous tendency. To repeal the 
laws againſt it, and to give free liberty to po- 
piſh biſhops, prieſts and Jeſuits, who for their 
pernicious / principles and criminal practices 7 
have been expelled by the princes of their own, 
communion, to erect maſs-houſes, and ſchools 
for the education of youth, that Popery may 
once more grow and flouriſh in the Britiſh 


dominions, appears to be a ſtep of the moſt _ 


hazardous conſequence, and a juſt cauſe of the 
alarm which it has excited. How it may af- 
fect the ſtate of foreign Proteſtants, where 
Popiſh bigotry fills the throne, 1 ſhall not 
pretend to determine, (and yet this ought not 
tobe regarded as a matter of indifference) only 
as it ſuggeſts to: the hopes of Popiſh princes, 
a revivalof their religion in a country where 

it ſeemed to be irrecoverably loft, it muſt be 
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no +Iinconklicrable — to them to 7 
17 * proſecute the advancement of it in their own. 
x But at home, it muſt be ſaid, the moſt valu- 
i able intereſts which men have to contend for, 
are expoſed to ruin by it. The ſpiritual and 
eternal intereſts, the temporal liberties and 
privileges, and even the lives of many are 
endangered. The effect may not be ſudden, 
1 yet very certain. An enemy may find his way 
into a city by a ſlow and ſoeret fap, as well 
= s by Ne eb the place; and in either cafe, 
the confequences are the fame. The danger 
is already incurred, by the legal encourage 3 
wm ment give to Popery 3 in England and Ireland, 
1 it would doubtleſs be increafed, ſhonld' the 
fame encouragement be extended to it in 
0 Scotland; but the preventing of this does not 
remove the danger. If a mine is ſtored, and a 
train laid, whether it is with Engliſh or Scots 
powder makes no difference. The good peo- 
ple of Old England: were taken at an ad- 
vantage; the act was paſſed without their 
knowledge: Whether they will fit down 
quietly under it; or, Whether fuller houſes © 
will recall the decree which thinner ones have 
pailed, remains to be ſeen. But truſt not in 
prences, nor the fons of men, in whom there is 
no ay. The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice 3 
he is a God of judgment, and 4 are all * 
they that wait for him, 
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